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RevaL Xelson and Hyde Parker won the first
round when they appeared on the Danish coast
before any of Denmark's allies could come to her
assistance. The Danes, realising that they alone
must bear the brunt of the British attack and
despairing of their chances in a fleet action5
decided to concentrate all their efforts on the
defence of Copenhagen. They therefore with-
drew their ships to within a mile of the city
and anchored them in a line close in-shore, trust-
ing that the support of shore and island batteries
and the extreme difficulty of the navigation would
make their position impregnable.
There was a short pause while Nicholas Van-
sittart. tlie British envoy, went ashore to negotiate
and the admirals conferred together. Copen-
hagen stands on two islands having in front of
them a large shoal known as the Middle Ground,
with a channel between known as the King's
Deep. Xelson wished to enter the Baltic either
by the Sound or the Belt and to attack the Danes
from the south or inner end of the King's Deep,
thus taking them in reverse and cutting them off
from Russian and Swedish support. In addition
he advocated despatching a squadron at once to
attack the Russians at RevaL Vansittart's mis-
sion having failed^ the British fleet passed the
Sound on 30th March, and next day, at a council
of war, Hyde Parker accepted Nelson's offer to
conduct an attack from the southern end of the
King's Deep, by passing round the outside of the
Middle Ground. But he would not agree to an
immediate attack on RevaL On the morning of
ist April the senior officers reconnoitred the
position and buoys were laid out to mark the